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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. Lf any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.°—Sr. JoHN vir: 16, 17. 
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PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW 
said: I do not feel, brothers and sisters, that I ought to occupy much 
time on this occasion. Brother Lyman has given us a truthful picture of 
our future, and of the necessity of providing for that future, also con- 
cerning the condition of this little one whose remains lie here in this 
casket. A great deal, of course, might be said, in relation to the death 
of this little one. We naturally mourn; we feel that it is a loss to our- 
selves; if we did not have these feelings we would be worse than the 
brute beasts, for they have tender feelings towards their young. But, 
after all, 1 cannot conceive that there can possibly be one particle of loss 
to this little boy, or to ourselves in the future. There might be, as has 
been said, for the present. The father and the mother of this little one 
feel that there is such a loss; as it advanced from infancy to boyhood 
they of course anticipated great pleasure and satisfaction in its society, 
and its company, and its probable advancement and occupancy of high 
positions in the kingdom of God. As I understand, it was a very bright 
child, having capacity in some respects above its years, and these antici- 
pations were reasonable and consistent. Now, however, they are cut 
short of realization, but, in looking forward to this little boy advancing 
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along its pathway, they could not but feel occasionally that there might 
something arise that would impede its progress and would cut short their 
anticipations. Such an event has arisen, and quite unexpectedly. We 
were surprised and disappointed in not seeing Brother Grant with us, as 
we had expected, at Provo to attend Brother Smoot’s funeral]. It was 
thought that something unusual had occurred, but who of us ever thought 
of being here to attend this funeral to-day! It is singular how such 
events occur, so unexpectedly, when we are so unprepared to meet them. 
Three days before President Smoot’s death he was with us in the Temple, 
attending the anniversary of President Woodruff’s eighty-eighth birth- 
day. On his leaving I shook hands with him and his wife, with the 
understanding that in a very short time I would be down to Provo, and 
we would have a good time in talking over early days. In two or three 
days after that I was down to Provo, but was called there by circum- 
stances of a vastly different nature from what we expected while we were 
talking over this matter in the Temple. Well, who will be the next that 
will be called into the other life? These occurrences we, of course, cannot 
control, but there are many things that we can control. There are some 
things which we know, and we know them decidedly. We know there is 
consolation of the deepest character to Brother and Sister Grant in the 
future. We positively know that in time, or in eternity, this little boy 
that lies there in that casket will be seen and known. He will advance 
from knowledge to knowledge, from power to power, from position to 
position, until he sits upon a throne, governing and controlling his pos- 
terity, strange as it may appear to us, worlds without end, from one 
eternity to another. I do not question this any more than I question 
that I am standing here, addressing this audience. I know it will be so, 
just as well as I know anything. Of course there will have to be changes 
in order that this may be the result. Those changes will occur. In the 
spirit life we were all there before we came here, and we were undoubtedly 
acquainted with this little boy. We were associated with him and knew 
him. And there he and ourselves made a covenant that we would come 
down into this world, however unpleasant it might have appeared to us 
at that time, and we would do our Father’s will, as He should reveal it to 
us, and thus we would secure to ourselves that glory which was promised 
to those that should come down into the second estate and endure faith- 
fully to the end, namely, that glory should be added upon them and be 
upon their heads from eternity to eternity. I dare say that it was not 
the most delightful view when this matter was proposed to us, to leave 
our abode of joy and happiness and all our friends there, and come down 
into this life to endure the trials and the afflictions that have been truth- 
fully portrayed to us by Brother Lyman. When we call our young 
missionaries to go to the nations of the earth, they take the matter into 
consideration, and having heard the experience of those that have been 
in the world as missionaries, it is not one of the most delightful things 
for a person to anticipate to go through the trials and difficulties that 
they can see they will have to pass through. But the virtue lies in their 
willingness to start forth, and to comply with the requirements, and as 
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they pass along to perform the various duties devolving upon them as 
missionaries they meet with these difficulties, and so far as they succeed 
in preserving themselves from the temptations to which they are exposed, 
what joy and rejoicing there is among their friends on their return! Now, 
supposing that they had not spent two years or three years in those 
missionary labors in which they had proved themselves on a variety of 
occasions where they were severely tempted, and supposing they had only 
spent six months or three months, or no months at all, but through some 
unforeseen circumstances it was wisdom for them to return without 
accomplishing their missions, yet they have done that which they were 
required to do, they fulfilled their promise, and they accomplished, so far 
as they could, that which was obligatory upon them. Now, this little boy 
has not lived through the years that others have, and that he might have 
lived, provided, as I think, that it was in the providence of God. Well, 
he goes back there, having been cut short of living as long as the usual 
time of people. He will receive as much honor and as much glory and be 
welcomed there as having accomplished that for which he came into the 
world, and for which he was willing to come into the world. That is all 
that could be required, and wherein could there possibly be any loss? I 
can see none, and I am just as positive that in time to come or in eternity 
this little fellow will not be cut short in its powers. It may require a 
great many years, it may go into the thousands, but you will see that 
little fellow growing up and becoming enlarged, his capacity increasing 
as opportunities are furnished him, and he will start a kingdom, and that 
kingdom will increase. His posterity will increase, and become as 
numerous as the sands on the sea shore, or as the stars in the firmament, 
and he will rule over them, and give them instructions, as the Lord now 
governs and controls us, His offspring, so he will govern and control his 
offspring. Iam sure of these things. As has been said, the grand thing 
is for us to render ourselves worthy to participate in this glory and this 
honor, and that we also may have that honor and glory and occupy that 
position which God has prepared for the faithful. 

My earnest prayer is; God bless Brother and Sister Grant, that they 
may have the consolation that is necessary on occasions of this kind. We 
sympathize with them. We cannot help but doso. Many of us have lost 
little ones, and wives and children, and we know what it is to feel the 
results of such, what we call, misfortunes. Therefore, 1 say God bless them, 
and give them the proper consolation, and may we all be wise and prudent 
with the time that is allotted to us here, and with the opportunities that 
God shall see proper to furnish us to carry out the objects of our lives 
that we may inherit the blessings of kingdoms, thrones, principalities and 
powers in the next life. My prayer is that we all may so live as to receive 
these blessings, that we may be blest continually during our lives, and 
= receive this glory. In the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH 
who came in at the close of President Snow’s remarks spoke as follows: 
My brothers and sisters, I did not expect to be called upon to say any- 
thing on this occasion. Having been detained through pressure of other 
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matters, I was unable to be here at the beginning of the meeting, but I 
always feel when called upon like responding, to make an effort at least 
with a view to offering consolation and comfort as far as it is possible to 
those who are bereaved. It is true that it is impossible to say very much 
that will relieve the aching heart and the sorrowing spirit under such 
bereavements. Time with the blessing of the Lord is about the only healer 
of this kind of wound. Yet, sometimes we derive comfort and strength 
to bear our troubles and our sorrows, from kindly expressions, and from 
repeating the words the Lord has uttered with regard to the future of 
those who die in Him. Of course it is nice to say that all is well with 
little children, that they are redeemed by the blood of Christ from the 
sins of the world, and that when they pass away they return to a Father 
from whence they came. If we have received the testimony of the Spirit 
of truth in our souls we know that all is well with our little children who 
pass away, that we could not, if we would, better their condition, and 
least of all would it better their condition if we could call them back here, 
for the reason that so long as man is in the world, clothed with mortality, 
surrounded by the evils that are in the world, he runs chances, and is 
subject to risks, and there are responsibilities resting upon him which 
may prove fatal to his future prosperity, happiness, and exaltation. It is 
only those who really put their trust in the Lord, who are thoroughly and 
firmly grounded in the truth, who are established in the principles of life, 
that will be able to certainly claim the reward of the faithful, and an 
exaltation in the presence of the Father. As soon as any man turns away 
from that witness of the Spirit and from the truth that binds him to 
God, that moment he is in danger and may fall. But, with little children 
who are taken away in infancy and innocence before they have reached 
the years of accountability and are capable of committing sin, the Gospel 
reveals to us the fact that they are redeemed, and Satan has no power 
over them ; neither has death any power over them. They are redeemed 
by the blood of Christ, and they are saved just as surely as death has 
come into the world through the fall of our first parents. It is further 
written that Satan has no power over men or women, except that power 
which he gains over them in this world. In other words none of the 
children of the Father‘who are redeemed through obedience, faith, repent- 
ance, and baptism for the remission of sins, and who live in that redeemed 
condition, and die in that condition are subject to Satan. Thereafter he 
has no power over them. They are absolutely beyond his reach, just as 
little children are who die without sin. To my mind this is a consolation 
and a glorious truth that my soul delights in. I am grateful to my 
Heavenly Father that he has revealed it unto me, for it affords a consola- 
tion that nothing else can give, and it brings a joy to my spirit that 
nothing can take away, except the consciousness on my part of having 
sinned, and transgressed against light and knowledge which I may have 


Under these circumstances our beloved friends who are now deprived 
of their little one have great cause for joy and rejoicing even in the midst 
of the deep sorrow that they feel at the loss of their little one for a time. 


possessed. 
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They know he is all right, they have the assurance that their little one 
has passed away without sin. Such children are in the bosom of the 
Father. They will inherit their glory and their exaltation, and they will 
not be deprived of the blessings that belong to them, for, in the economy 
of Heaven, and in the wisdom of the Father who doeth all things well, 
those who are cut down as little children are without any responsibility, 
for their taking off, they, themselves, not having the intelligence and 
wisdom to take care of themselves and to understand the laws of life, and 
in the wisdom and mercy and economy of God our Heavenly Father, all 
that could have been obtained and enjoyed by these if they had been 
permitted to live in the flesh will be provided for them hereafter. They 
will Jose nothing by being taken away from us in this way. This is a 
consolation to me: Joseph Smith, the Prophet, is the author, under God, 
of these principles. He was in touch with the heavens. God revealed 
Himself unto him, and made known unto him the principles that lie before 
us, and which are comprised in the everlasting Gospel. Joseph Smith 
declared that the mother who laid down her little child, being deprived of 
the privilege, the joy, and the satisfaction of bringing it up to manhood 
or womanhood in this world, would, after the resurrection, have all the 
joy, satisfaction and pleasure, and even more than it would have been 
possible to have had in mortality, in seeing her child grow to the full 
measure of the stature of its spirit. If this be true, and I believe it, 
what a consolation it is! Jesus Christ was the Son of God before He 
came into the world, yet He came as an infant, grew and developed into 
manhood and when His spirit departed from its tabernacle it went to 
preach to the spirits which were imprisoned, possessing all the intelli- 
gence, powers and faculties which it had in the flesh except the possesion 
of the body, wherein He became absolutely like unto God. And so I 
believe it is with all men that come into the world. Every spirit that 
comes to this earth to take upon it a tabernacle is a son or a daughter of 
God, and possesses all the intelligence and all the attributes that any son 
or daughter can enjoy either in the spirit world or in this world, except 
that in the spirit and separated from the body, they lacked just the taber- 
nacle of being like God the Father. It is said that God is a spirit, and 
they who worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. But He 
is a spirit possessing a tabernacle of flesh and bones, as tangible as man’s, 
and therefore to be like God and Jesus, all men must have a body. It 
matters not whether these tabernacles mature in this world or have to 
wait and mature in the world to come, according to the word of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, the body will develop either in time or in eternity 
to the full stature of the spirit, and when the mother is deprived of the 
pleasure and joy of rearing her babe to manhood or to womanhood in this 
life through the hand of death, that privilege will be renewed to her here- 
after, and she will enjoy it to a fuller fruition than it would be possible 
for her to do here. When she does it, there, it will be with the certain 
knowledge that the results will be without failure, whereas, here, the 
results are unknown until after we have passed the test. With these 
thoughts in my mind | take consolation in the fact that I shall meet my 
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children who have passed behind the vail; I have lost a number, and I 
have felt all that a parent can feel, I think, in the loss of my children. [ 
have felt it keenly, for I loved children, and I am particularly fond of 
little ones, but I feel thankful to God for the knowledge of these princi- 
ples because now I have every confidence in His word and in His promise 
that I will possess in the future all that belongs to me, and my joy will be 
full. I will not be deprived of any privilege or any blessing that I am 
worthy of, and that may ‘be properly entrusted to me. But every gift, 
and every blessing that it is possible for me to become worthy of I shall 
possess, either in time or in eternity, and it will matter not so that I 
acknowledge the hand of God in all these things, and say in my heart, the 
Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away, blessed be the name of the Lord. 
This is the way we should feel with regard to our children, or our 
relatives, or friends, or in whatever vicissitudes we may be called to pass 
through. Now the beauty of this to me is that I know these things, that 
I am satisfied of them, and so long as I possess the Spirit of truth I have 
no fear that any doubt or uncertainty will ever enter my mind in regard 
to these principles. There is only one course that I might pursue which 
would bring about mistrust and fear, trembling and doubt in relation to 
these things. And that would be for me to deny the truth and cut my- 
self loose from the guiding influences of the Holy Spirit, for I do know 
that so long as a man is under the guiding influence of the Spirit of God 
he never can deny these truths which God has revealed to him, and in 
that condition he is not subject to the power of Satan. It is only when 
he transgresses the law of God, and dismisses these principles from his 
thoughts, that he becomes subject to the powers of evil, that his mind 
becomes darkened, and he begins to doubt and fear. But, let a man have 
the Spirit of God in his heart, that Spirit which reveals the things of God 
unto men, and makes them to know the truth as God Himself knows it, 
he never can doubt those things which God has revealed. Therefore, I 
rejoice in these truths, for I know they are true. I know that Brother 
Heber and his companion, if they are faithful to the light they possess, 
and to the covenants that they have entered into before the Lord, will 
just as assuredly inherit the joy and the possession and the glory of this 
little one that has now departed as that they see its little form lying here 
before them this moment. Every one who has the Spirit of truth in his 
soul must feel this to be true. God has spoken it, and He has spoken it to 
our understanding. We can testify of it, and I do testify of it for 1 know 
that it is the truth of God. 

Now I say to my dear Brother Heber and his companion, rejoice 
as those who have hope, and not as those that mourn without hope. 
I believe they do rejoice in their hearts and after the paroxysms of grief 
have passed then they will begin to reach down into the comforts and 
joys that are laid away in their souls and stored there by the knowledge 
of the truth which they possess, and they will feel “O, Thank God for 
my little boy, that he is preserved from the sins of the world, and from 
the evils that threaten mankind, and that he is placed beyond the power 
of evil and the possibility of death, that He has given him everlasting life, 
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and has made him unto us as an anchor behind the veil, drawing us nearer 
and nearer to God.” We are on the road to where this little child is now, 
and we will reach it bye and bye, and if we can only prove faithful while 
we are on the journey and shall lie down in possession of the truth, having 
been redeemed from the sins of the world, we shall meet our dear little 
ones beyond the vail, as well as the righteous who have gone before us, 
and we shall inherit the reward that is in store for the faithful. We 
know this,’and so we take comfort and joy from these thoughts, and thank 
the Lord that He has given and thank Him even that he has taken away 
under the circumstances, because it will be overruled for good in the end 
if we will only accept it in that light, and be faithful to our trust. May 
the Lord comfort and bless our friends, and all who are here, and give us 
the light of truth, and the confidence that we should feel in God and in 
His word that it may be unto us as the Kock of Ages, immovable, 
unchangeable, and imperishable. That we may never waver from the 
path of duty, but be steadfast, true, and faithful unto the end, that we 
may inherit all things that belong to the heirs of God and to the joint 
heirs with Jesus Christ, which may the Lord grant unto us, is my prayer, 
in the name of Jesus. Amen. 


Singing:— 
COME TO ME. 

With tearful eyes I look around, Come! for all else must fade and die, 

Life seems a dark and stormy sea, Earth has no resting place for thee, 
Yet, mid the gloom I hear a sound, To heaven direct thy weeping eye 

A heavenly whisper ‘‘Come to Me.” “I am thy portion, ‘Come to Me,’” 
It tells me of a place of rest ; O voice of mercy, voice of love, 

It tells me where my soul may flee; In conflict, grief, and agony, 
Oh, to the weary, faint, oppressed, Support me, cheer me from above 


How sweet the bidding **Come to Me,” And gently whisper ‘*‘Come to Me.” 


Bishop Orson F. Whitney pronounced the following benediction: “Our 
Heavenly and Eternal Father, we thank Thee for the glorious hope of 
everlasting life. We thank Thee for the Gospel of salvation which Thou 
hast sent into the world, with the powers of the Holy Priesthood, holding 
the keys of the resurrection and of life beyond the grave. We thank Thee 
for the truths to which we have listened from the inspired lips of thy 
servants this day, and we ask Thee to seal them upon our minds and 
memories, and enable us to make wise use of them in future. We beseech 
of Thee to let Thy Holy Spirit descend as the dews of heaven upon the 
hearts of the bereaved. Strengthen them and bless them, and sanctify to 
their good their present grief and sorrow. Dismiss us with thy blessing. 
May Thy peace attend each one of us through life, and enable us to tread 
the straight and narrow way, lightened by the Holy Ghost, and paved 
with the principles of truth which Thou hast revealed to the earth in 
these days even onward to the goal of life eternal which are our desires 
and our prayers in the name of Jesus, our Redeemer. Amen. 


The city of Kioto was founded eleven hundred years ago by the Japanese Emperor 
Kwammu, who also made it the capital of the empire. To commemorate the founding 
of the city a grand industrial exhibition has been opened which will last until July 31, 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 1895. 


“AS ONE HAVING AUTHORITY.” 


“AND it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people 
were astonished at his doctrine; for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes” Matt. vii: 28, 29. 

The condition of the Jews at the time of Christ’s advent among them 
was such that they certainly needed son.e one who could speak with 
authority. They were divided into sects and parties, all claiming to 
believe in Moses and the Prophets, and looking in an uncertain and 
indefinite way for a deliverer to come to them, yet they were at enmity 
with each other. The High Priest was a Pharisee one year and a Sadducee 
the year following, and none of the High Priests of late had exhibited any 
extraordinary ability as a leader in Israel. The policy had been for many 
years not to speak in a manner that would offend, even when it was 
necessary to rebuke the sins of the people. Laxity in the administration 
of the Mosaic law had become general throughout all Palestine, and none 
of the rulers nor priests had the courage to come boldly to the front and 
declare a reformation necessary. 

John the Baptist began preaching “repentance for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand,” and his manner startled the whole nation. It was 
something so unusual that the people flocked to him in multitudes and 
“were baptized of him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.” He 
made the promise to those who were baptized that one should come 
after him who should baptize them with fire and the Holy Ghost. 

After the preparatory work of John the Baptist, Jesus came and found 
many ready to believe His teaching, even if they did not at first recognize 
Him as the promised Messiah. He gathered His disciples to Him in the 
mountain and began to preach the things of the kingdom of God. He 
pronounced blessings upon the poor in spirit, the mourner, the meek, the 
seeker after righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peace- 
maker, the persecuted,—to these His message was as a welcome visitor— 
and he hurled His woes at the proud, the haughty, the impure, and the 
hypocrite. He required from His disciples that implicit faith in Him 
which would accept without question the instructions He should impart 
to them. The traditions were in many cases so indefinite and hard to be 
understood that it was impossible for the common people to receive a 
satisfactory explanation of them. The scribes and teachers, and even the 
High Priests were afraid to give a positive and clear interpretation to the 
meaning of many of them, and the time was fully ripe for some one to 
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come who could teach “as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” 
This Jesus did. Many of the traditions He entirely condemned, and to 
the law of Moses He added the Gospel of love. That His disciples might 
understand Him and realize His authority, He constantly made use of the 
expression “I say unto you.” There was no written law that He could 
refer to for many of His best and most beautiful instructions; but because 
He was the Savior His word was as binding as any law that had come 
down even from Moses. This He wished to impress upon the minds of 
all. The people could not help but see the contrast between this vigorous 
manner in which Jesus taught, and the uncertain methods existing among 
the officers of the Jews. His doctrines were new to the people, and 
altogether He was a person that did not suit those who pretended to be 
the leaders of Israel. 

It was His teaching “as one having authority” perhaps more than 
anything else which aroused the opposition of the scribes and Pharisees. 
Probably if He had confined Himself simply to instructing and exhorting 
the people to live righteously, not speaking as one who had the right to 
establish reforms, and had refrained from His severe denunciation of the 
“scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites,” He could have gone on longer than 
He did before being put to death. As His authority was from Heaven 
He felt impelled to attack them and when these rulers saw how the people 
were gathering around Him they began to fear and tremble for their own 
position. Since His charges were true the Pharisees saw that their influ- 
ence would be gone just as soon as the people fully realized this. A 
repentance would be a confession that the accusations were well founded, 
and therefore these haughty men could not submit to this. They sent 
men to Him demanding to know whence He had His authority; they 
tried to lead Him into a confession or an admission that would be on the 
one hand unpopular with the Jews, or on the other that might be con- 
sidered seditious by the Roman Government; but in each case those who 
went to Him came back humiliated, if not humbled. His superiority was 
recognized, but to the scribes and Pharisees this was only an incentive to 
greater exertions against Him. They continued until they accomplished 
His death. But His Apostles were endued with power to speak in His 
name. When Peter or Paul, or in fact any one duly commissioned to act 
in the name of Christ, spoke by that power and authority, it was the 
signal for the scribes and Pharisees to array themselves against the teach- 
ing. Their words were accompanied by an unusual power, and if people 
did not accept them, they were nearly always impelled to fight them. The 
reason was because these men had the authority to teach, and to give 
commandments to the children of men, warning them to turn unto the 
Lord. The scribes and Pharisees were afraid to speak in the manner that 
Jesus and His Apostles did, and thought that it was blasphemous for any 
one else to assume that responsibility. The world looks upon their labors 
now and condemns them for the course they pursued, but are just as ready 
as were the Jews to rise up in opposition to one who teaches as “one 
having authority, and not as the scribes.” 

Future generations will make a comparison between the world in the 
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days of early Christianity and that of the nineteenth century,—the two 
ages when the Church was established and re-established upon the earth— 
and a judgment will be pronounced upon the inhabitants of the earth in 
the latter period which will be just as severe as that which these utter 
against the opponents of the Church anciently. There are many of the 
Savior’s remarks which exactly apply to the present generation, yet they 
do not perceive it, and are angered the moment that the application is made. 
But it is a fact that to-day the people “build tombs of the prophets, and 
garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, and say, If we had been in the 
days of our fathers we would not have been partakers with them in the 
blood of the prophets;” yetmany of them are ready to scourge and 
persecute and even kill the living prophets, because they are in posses- 
sion of the power to teach “as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes.” 

The world is in need of a reformation now as it was in the days of Christ. 

The teachers are divided into many more sects than were the Jews of that 
day, and these are just as much afraid of giving a plain and straightfor- 
ward interpretation to the teachings of the New Testament as were 
the scribes and Pharisees to those in the Old Testament. It is equally as 
necessary that men speak in the name of the Lord to-day, as it was when 
the Apostles were in the flesh, for people generally have not learned any 
more of the things of God and the plan of salvation than was known in 
that day. 
t God has sent His servants into the world to preach the Gospel of repent- 
ance to the people, to warn the wicked of the judgments awaiting them, 
and to gather out the righteous. They speak “as one having authority” 
for they have been called by the Prophets and Apostles of God now upon 
the earth. Their testimony will be followed by the “testimony of earth- 
quakes, that shall cause groanings in the midst of her (the earth) and men 
shall fall upon the ground, and shall not be able to stand. And also 
cometh the testimony of the voice of thunderings, and the voice of light- 
nings, and the voice of tempests, and the voice of the waves of the sea, 
heaving themselves beyond their bounds. And all things shall be in com- 
motion ; and surely, men’s hearts shall fail them; for fear shall come upon 
all people; and angels shall fly through the midst of heaven, crying with 
a loud voice, sounding the trump of God, saying, prepare ye, prepare ye, 
O inhabitants of the earth; for the judgment of our God is come; behold, 
and lo! the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him.” Doc. and Cov., 
Sec. 88. 

People who will not acknowledge the necessity for teachers to have 
authority given them from Heaven will surely be unprepared for the 
terrible day predicted. They will not know what to do, nor in what 
direction to turn, and will find themselves in the position of the foolish 
virgins, without oil in their lamps, and with no opportunity to supply 
themselves. And all this because they prefer the wresting of the Scrip- 
tures from their intended and simple meaning by uninspired teachers, 
rather than the God-given interpretation of those who teach “as one 
having authority.” B. 
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AN INTERESTING COMPARISON. 


In a late issue of the Scandinavian paper Verdens Gang, I find the follow- 
ing interesting views set forth by the learned Dr. Wendell Mees of Ithaca, 
New York, in regard to the ancient inhabitants of this continent whose 
ruins and other antiquities he has been studying for several years; and as 
some of the conclusions he has derived from these investigations are in such 
striking harmony with the statements published in the Book of Mormon 
and believed in by the Latter-day Saints, I deem it of sufficient interest to 
be treated upon more closely, by comparing the statements of the Book of 
Mormon and of the learned professor, who no doubt, knows nothing of the 
contents of that divine record upon the subject, which has been published 
more than sixty-five years; for he evidently thinks that what he states is 
the result of modern researches, assisted by science. Here is the article as 
translated from the said paper: 


“THE AZTECS WERK NORTHMEN. 


“THE NORTHMEN DISCOVERED AMERICA 1400 YEARS BEFORE LEIF CAME 
TO THIS CONTINENT. 


“DR. WENDELL MEES, FROM ITHACA, N. Y., PRESENTS SOME REMARKABLE 
VIEWS. 


“T have just returned from our sister-republic Mexico, and it affords me 
much pleasure to state that explorers, and especially philologists, make fine 
progress in deciphering the hieroglyphs of the Aztecs. During my stay 
there, I made some very careful investigations, and I find the results to be 
highly satisfactory. With me there exists no longer any doubt that those 
warlike and highly civilized tribes were of Scandinavian origin and closely 
connected with our Anglo-Saxon ancestors. I believe that it will not be 
long before this will be an established fact. There are certain things that 
give good reasons for believing that the Scandinavians came over here 
from the great northern peninsula as early as the fourth century before 
Christ. 

“T feel vexed to think about Cortez and other Spanish conquerors, who 
destroyed so much and blocked up the way for scientific researches, but 
although there is not sufficient left of the hieroglyphs from the Aztecs, to 
make our knowledge perfect, yet we believe that the worst obstacles have 
been removed. Many of our explorers have lost sight of a simple fact con- 
cerning the Mexican hieroglyphics—there were several widely different 
systems. This applies to Mexico as well asto Egypt. A number of the 
Egyptian hieroglyphs where symphonographs, where the characters repre- 
sented the sound, but not the sense. The same system was in use in 
Mexico.” 

By the above quotations we find that Dr. Mees has arrived at the 
following conclusions as the result of his researches, namely, that the 
ancient, now existing races, were highly civilized and a white people who 
were far advanced in the arts of engineering and architecture, and had a 
written language that much resembled the Egyptian hieroglyphs. 
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Now, if he had any knowledge of the Book of Mormon and believed in 
it, he would then have known all this and more for many years, and what 
he now thinks to be new discoveries, would only be some additional proofs 
of the divinity of that precious record, revealed to the Prophet Joseph 
Smith. The learned explorer has found that, “there are certain things 
that give good reasons for believing that the Scandinavians came over here 
from the great northern peninsula as early as the fourth century before 
Christ.” and the Book of Mormon tells us that white people came from 
Jerusalem in two different companies, who did not know of each other’s 
existence until many years after their arrival. These companies came 
about six hundred years before Christ; and the one company led by Lehi 
and Nephi, landed in South America, while the other one, led by Mulek, a 
son of king Zedekiah, landed and settled in North America, where they 
found an only survivor of a former race by name Coriantumr. This 
extinct people had also been highly civilized of which their ruins testify 
to the present time, but through a long series of fratricidal wars, they had 
become a cruel and barbarous race, who gave no quarter in their battles, 
and thus the wars ended only in extermination. 

It is not much to be wondered at, that Dr. Mees has come to think that 
these people originally came from Scandinavia, inasmuch as it is at a 
comparatively late date that many Americans have come to recognize the 
historical fact, that Leif Erickson landed in America five hundred years 
before Columbus, and that the Icelanders settled and lived here several 
years, but through circumstances returned to their cold northern island, 
and finally their important discovery of Vinland, as they had named 
America, was forgotten by the common people. Yet it had been recorded 
in their books, of which one of the original still exists, namely, “ Flatoe- 
Bogen.” (the book of the flat island.) 

In giving the Northmen credit, however, for the marvelous works of 
architecture and art, which Dr. Mees and other explorers have admired, 
he is placing himself, unintentionally no doubt, as a supporter of the Book 
of Mormon, in that he recognizes the ancient Americans as having been a 
white and civilized people, “and closely connected with our Anglo-Saxon 
ancestors,” and consequently of the Caucasian race and not of the 
Mongolian, as they would have been, if they had come from Asia over 
Kamschatka, which was the old theory about the origin of the Indians. 
Now, the Book of Mormon states that the companies which were led by 
Mulek and Lehi were Jews, and consequently also sprang from the 
Caucasian race, and were, therefore, white people and closely connected 
“with our Anglo-Saxon ancestors;” and furthermore, that they brought 
with them records and had not only a knowledge of the Hebrew language 
but also of the Egyptian, which their historian calls “the improved 
Egyptian” as the one used by them, and in which language the Book of 
Mormon was written. In this particular, Dr. Mees is in perfect harmony 
with that sacred book, and says: “Although there is not sufficient left of 
the hieroglyphs from the Aztecs to make our knowledge perfect, yet we 
believe that the worst obstacles have been removed. Many of our explorers 
have lost sight of a simple fact concerning the Mexican hieroglyphs—there 
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were several widely different systems. This applies to Mexico as well as 
_to Egypt. A number of Egyptian hieroglyphs were symphonographs, 
where the characters represented sound, but not sense. The same system 
was in use in Mexico.” 

On the very first page of the Book of Mormon we find the following 
statement concerning the language, which is well worth our attention in 
connection with what the learned archeologist says about the ancient 
American language: 

“Yea, I make a record in the language of my father, which consists of the 
learning of the Jews, and the language of the Egyptians.” 1 Nephi 1, 2. 

Furthermore, we find in another place of that sacred record, the follow- 
ing statement concerning the language: 

“For it was not possible that our father, Lehi, could have remombered 
all these things, to have taught them to his children, except it were for 
the help of these plates: for he having been taught in the language of the 
Egyptians, therefore he could read these engravings, and teach them to his 
children, and so fulfilling the commandments of God even down to the 
present time.” Mosiah i: 4. 

And the last one of the inspired writers of the Nephite records, the 
prophet Mormon, after whom the whole volume was named, writes con- 
cerning the language of the same, in these words: 

“And now behold, we have written this record according to our know- 
ledge, in characters, which are calle] among us the reformed Egyptian, 
being handed down and altered by us, according to our manner of speech.” 
Book of Mormon ix: 32. 

From times immemorial, the Egyptians were the principal commercial 
nation, and as the Jews were their close neighbors and also much given to 
commercial pursuits, there was an absolute necessity for a knowledge of 
the languages spoken by those people. For this and other reasons, the 
wealthier classes among the Jews would study the Egyptian and other 
languages as a part of a higher education, and therefore the first Nephi 
very properly calls it “the learning of the Jews, and the language of the 
Egyptians ;” not the language of the Jews, which was the Hebrew tongue. 
Also mark the explicit saying of Mosiah as cited above: “For he (Lehi) 
having been taught in the Egyptian language, therefore he could read 
these engravings, and teach them to his children.” 

Now, if the prophet Joseph Smith had not been in possession of the 
original plates from which the Book of Mormon has been translated, and 
besides the possession of the plates, also had not been endowed with the gift 
of interpretation by inspiration from God, by which he could translate 
them, then it would be a hard task for the unbelieving world to account 
for such an illiterate, young, and inexperienced man, as =<]] agree that 
Joseph Smith was at the time the Book of Mormon was published, pre- 
cisely describing the language that was used by the ancient inhabitants of 
this continent, and doing this more than sixty years before the scientists 
and explorers, after much study and exertion found it out; and even state 
that the language had been changed from time to time, like the English and 
other languages have been changed according to “our manner of speech,” or 
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pronunciation, and as Dr. Mees says: “There were sevcral widely different 
systems. This applies to Mexico as well as to Egypt. A number of the 
Egyptian hieroglyphs were symphonographs, where the characters repre- 
sented sound but not sense. The same system was in use in Mexico.” 

What Joseph Smith published in 1829, the learned Dr. Mees states in 
1895 that he and other scientists, after many years of research among 
the ancient ruins, have found to be true. | 

But another and very important discovery has been made by these 
archeologists, and that also comes in perfect harmony with what the Book 
of Mormon states in regard to the ancient Americans, and that they were 
white people, “closely connected with our Anglo-Saxon ancestors.” 

We hope that the time is not far distant when Dr. Mees and other 
scientific explorers will be able to go still further in their gathering of 
proofs of the divinity of the Book of Mormon, proving by scientific facts 
that these white people were /sraelites, as the Book of Mormon says they 
were, and as many prominent scientists already have declared that they 
believe they were. 

Little by little, and step by step prejudice and bigotry must yield to 
the advancement made by science and revelation. The light shed forth 
upon the ancient history of this great country will be a strong testimony 
among men in this unbelieving generation, that there is indeed a God 
and a hereafter, that we all shall meet, and in connection herewith that 
Joseph Smith was the Prophet of the Most High, and a special messenger 
sent forth to warn the people that “The hour of God’s judgment is nigh.” 
For when it is proved that the Book of Mormon is true, it must also prove 
that Joseph Smith was the Prophet of God, as the book itself bears record 
of him and the work that God through him would perform in the last 
days, preparatory to the second coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. It also proves that an angel from Heaven was the messenger to 
bring the concealed records to light, and that this angel was a represen- 
tative of exalted, resurrected, immortal huimanity, as he declared to the 
youthful seer, that his name was Moroni, and that he had himself been 
a mortal man, a prophet among the ancient inhabitants of this continent, 
and thus was a living testimony to the fact that there is a life hereafter, 
in which the individual man will still retain his identity, as this man- 
angel evidently had done all the time after his death, so far as the body is 
concerned, which took place about fourteen hundred years previous to the 
time that he appeared to Joseph Smith, the Prophet.—C. C. A. CHRISTEN- 
SEN, tn the Contributor. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
A new steel bridge has been placed over the river at the mouth of Ogden Canyon. 
Ogden has a new paper, the Daily Review which made its first appearance on June 1. 
The Ogden Fifth Ward celebrated the eighth anniversary of its organization by a social 
gathering on May 27. Speeches, songs, recitations, and other amusements went to make 
up an enjoyable time. 
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Sevier County has a flourishing summer school for teachers, at —— being 
about eighty enrolled as attendants. 


Bishop O. F. Whitney delivered an eloquent address to the ow class of the 
Agricultural College at Logan at the closing exercises of that institution. 


The population of Salt Lake County is now given as 68,086, of whom 47,980 are resi- 
dents of Salt Lake City. Utah County has 29,164 inhabitants, and of these 5,986 belong 
to Provo. 


About four inches of snow fell in Manti on May 29, and other places in Sanpete 
County were also visited in this unusual manner. The lambs on the ranges in that district 
suffered quite severly as a result of the cold. 


The sulphur mines in southern Utah are being worked quite extensively. There is at 
present a good demand for the sulphur from that locality, and the outlook is that this will 
grow as the merits of the article become better known. 


The Young Family Association held an interesting reunion on June 1, President Brig- 
ham Young’s birthday. About two hundred and fifty people came together. Nearly all 
of these were members or relatives of the Young family. 


A mountain of concretionary limestone has been located in Springville Canyon. The rock 
somewhat resembles onyx when polished but is not so hard, and for this reason as well as 
the fact that it is very easy of access, it can be furnished at a much less cost. 


The Rio Grande Western Railway Company has bought enough ties to lay abont one 
hundred miles of track, and the rumor is that its line will be extended south from Salina. 
Should this be true its stopping point would be in the neighborhood,of Cedar City. 


The list of prizes to be given at the Eisteddfodd, which will be held in Salt Lake City 
some time in autumn, has been published. The total amount offered is nearly $2000. 
It is expected that some of the most prominent musical people of America will be present. 


A decision has been rendered by the Supreme Court enjoining the city council of Salt 
Lake City from paying $25.000 which was promised by that body to the Copper Plant 
Company if its works were located in that place. The suit was brought by several tax- 
payers who were not in favor of the money being paid. 


Decoration day, or Memorial day, as it is being called of late, was more generally 
observed by the people of Utah than it ever has been before. Great crowds were seen 
in the cemeteries of the larger cities, decorating the graves of their dead. Meetings 
were also held in different places to commemorate the deeds of the fallen soldiers. 


H. A. Pearson, a young man formerly of Draper, but now a graduate of the United 
States Naval School at Annapolis, has been permitted to spend a few weeks of the 
summer in Utah. In addition to a course in the school mentioned, he has been on a two 
years’ voyage around the world. He will receive his commission sometime in July and 
until then can not say where he will be called. 


The weather report of the Territory for April shows an average temperature of 49.2 
degrees. St. George showed the highest average, 57.6 degrees, while at Loa it was 40.9, 
the lowest of any station reported. These two places respectively also experienced the 
hottest and coldest weather, the mercury rising to 94 at the former and going duwn to 5 
at the latter, on one occasion. 5.20 inches of rain fell at Levan during the month. This 
was the greatest amount of moisture recorded in any locality, and is unusually large for 
Utah. 


A Utah Prohibition league has been organized by some of those who believe in the 
principle of prohibition. A meeting was called by several ministers, and after a two-days’ 
session the movement assumed a permanent shape. The officers of the league are 
George F. Goodwin, president; Mrs. Eddy and Mrs. Martin, vice-presidents; John 
Nicholson, secretary; A. J. Orem, treasurer. - It is the object of the members to secure a 
constitutional amendment similar to the provision which they desired inserted in the 
constitution, while the convention was in session. 
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